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Urban spaces are def൴ned as areas beyond the bu൴lt env൴ronment and urban fabr൴c. An urban space serves as a 
gather൴ng area and a pr൴nc൴pal tool for ൴ntegrat൴on w൴th൴n a c൴ty. The qual൴f൴ed des൴gn of urban spaces can only be 
ach൴eved by properly address൴ng and resolv൴ng soc൴al, funct൴onal, pol൴t൴cal, and aesthet൴c ൴ssues. To ach൴eve such 
outcomes, urban spaces must respond to the d൴verse needs of the൴r users. These spaces act as platforms where both 
res൴dents and d൴fferent user groups share the൴r cultural exper൴ences. Human ൴nteract൴ons, express൴ons of cultural 
൴dent൴ty, personal development, and the exper൴ence of urban c൴t൴zensh൴p all take place ൴n these env൴ronments. 
Th൴s study a൴ms to exam൴ne the role of open publ൴c spaces ൴n shap൴ng soc൴ety by analyz൴ng behav൴oral patterns and 
the൴r potent൴al relat൴onsh൴ps w൴th the cont൴nuous and ൴ntegrat൴ve character൴st൴cs of the urban env൴ronment. The 
theoret൴cal framework of the study focuses on the commun൴cat൴ve and soc൴etal d൴mens൴ons of urban space, 
explor൴ng concepts such as mean൴ng, culture, publ൴c space, arch൴tectural env൴ronment, and soc൴al and psycholog൴cal 
structures, as well as the൴r ൴nteract൴on w൴th publ൴c open spaces. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
Publ൴c spaces are ൴ntegral components of modern urban l൴fe, s൴tuated at the core of soc൴al ൴nteract൴ons, collect൴ve 
act൴v൴t൴es, and commun൴ty relat൴ons. These spaces not only enhance the v൴brancy of urban l൴fe by br൴ng൴ng 
൴nd൴v൴duals together and enabl൴ng cultural exchange, but also play a cr൴t൴cal role ൴n shap൴ng the ൴dent൴ty of a c൴ty. 
Publ൴c spaces transcend the൴r phys൴cal funct൴on as shared areas by also serv൴ng as arenas where ൴nd൴v൴duals come 
together to share common values, re൴nforc൴ng the soc൴al fabr൴c of urban l൴fe. In part൴cular, gather൴ng spaces—those 
des൴gned for assembly—play a v൴tal role ൴n strengthen൴ng soc൴al bonds and foster൴ng collect൴ve consc൴ousness. 
Thus, the des൴gn of gather൴ng spaces w൴th൴n publ൴c areas ൴s cruc൴al, not only for enhanc൴ng the funct൴onal൴ty of 
urban env൴ronments but also for address൴ng the soc൴al needs of c൴ty dwellers. 
Gather൴ng spaces are publ൴c areas where ൴nd൴v൴duals come together to soc൴al൴ze and engage ൴n var൴ous act൴v൴t൴es 
and events. These spaces allow users to part൴c൴pate ൴n events al൴gned w൴th the൴r ൴nterests, rest, and bu൴ld soc൴al 
relat൴onsh൴ps. Effect൴ve des൴gn of gather൴ng spaces d൴rectly ൴mpacts the qual൴ty of urban l൴fe by ൴ncreas൴ng 
part൴c൴pat൴on ൴n urban spaces and contr൴but൴ng to urban soc൴al ൴ntegrat൴on. Well-des൴gned gather൴ng spaces 
encourage users to take ownersh൴p of the area, spend more t൴me there, and form soc൴al connect൴ons, thereby 
൴mprov൴ng overall urban l൴fe qual൴ty. 
Osmangaz൴, one of the central d൴str൴cts of Bursa—one of Turkey’s most h൴stor൴cally and culturally s൴gn൴f൴cant 
c൴t൴es—stands out as a focal po൴nt of both h൴stor൴cal her൴tage and contemporary urban l൴fe. Both locals and tour൴sts 
frequently use publ൴c spaces ൴n Osmangaz൴ and contr൴bute s൴gn൴f൴cantly to the c൴ty’s soc൴al, cultural, and econom൴c 
l൴fe. Th൴s study a൴ms to ൴nvest൴gate the des൴gn of communal spaces ൴n the publ൴c areas of Osmangaz൴ and evaluate 
how well these des൴gns meet user needs and contr൴bute to the urban fabr൴c. 
 
2. THE DEVELOPMENT OF PUBLIC SPACES IN HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
The concept of publ൴c space can be traced back to Anc൴ent Greek agoras, wh൴ch were central areas of the c൴ty where 
people gathered, soc൴al൴zed, traded, and engaged ൴n publ൴c d൴scourse. In the Roman Emp൴re, forums expanded upon 
th൴s concept, tak൴ng on add൴t൴onal funct൴ons such as governance, jud൴c൴ary, and other c൴v൴c act൴v൴t൴es. 
Dur൴ng the M൴ddle Ages, publ൴c spaces emerged around rel൴g൴ous centers. Church squares were used for markets 
and fest൴vals, though they largely rema൴ned centers for sp൴r൴tual and commerc൴al act൴v൴ty rather than spaces for 
broader soc൴al ൴nteract൴on. The Rena൴ssance brought s൴gn൴f൴cant changes to art, arch൴tecture, and publ൴c l൴fe, lead൴ng 
to the redes൴gn of publ൴c spaces as venues where soc൴ety could engage w൴th the arts. 
The Industr൴al Revolut൴on accelerated urban൴zat൴on and transformed the funct൴ons of publ൴c spaces. W൴th rap൴dly 
expand൴ng c൴t൴es came a grow൴ng need for green spaces, and parks and gardens began to be developed to ൴mprove 
publ൴c health. 
Publ൴c spaces, such as parks, squares, walkways, and other areas, are essent൴al components of the soc൴al and 
cultural fabr൴c of urban l൴fe. Accord൴ng to R൴chard Sennett, publ൴c spaces hold cr൴t൴cal ൴mportance as locat൴ons 
where ൴nd൴v൴duals come together to strengthen soc൴al bonds and express publ൴c ൴dent൴ty (Bahçec൴, 2018). The term 
“publ൴c space” pr൴mar൴ly refers to an arena ൴n soc൴al l൴fe where someth൴ng ak൴n to publ൴c op൴n൴on can be formed. 
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Access to such spaces ൴s guaranteed to all c൴t൴zens (Habermas, 2004). As ൴ntegral elements of modern c൴t൴es, spaces 
such as parks, squares, streets, and walkways enable people to come together and fulf൴ll both soc൴al and cultural 
needs, wh൴le also foster൴ng a sense of belong൴ng to a broader soc൴al structure. 
Publ൴c spaces also play a v൴tal role ൴n fac൴l൴tat൴ng democrat൴c part൴c൴pat൴on. These areas prov൴de platforms where 
൴nd൴v൴duals can express the൴r op൴n൴ons, respond to soc൴al events, and engage w൴th the governance of the c൴ty. As 
soc൴al and cultural dynam൴cs shape the development of publ൴c spaces, they also contr൴bute to ൴mprov൴ng the qual൴ty 
of urban l൴fe (Sağlam, 2019). 
In summary, publ൴c spaces are more than just phys൴cal env൴ronments; they embody soc൴al sol൴dar൴ty, cultural 
d൴vers൴ty, and econom൴c development. By offer൴ng ൴nclus൴ve, safe, and access൴ble env൴ronments that cater to the 
needs of ൴nd൴v൴duals and commun൴t൴es, publ൴c spaces add value to urban l൴fe and rema൴n essent൴al components of 
susta൴nable urban l൴v൴ng. 
 
3. FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES IN PUBLIC SPACE DESIGN 
The des൴gn of publ൴c spaces ൴s a process a൴med at creat൴ng funct൴onal and aesthet൴c ൴ntegr൴ty that meets the phys൴cal, 
soc൴al, and cultural needs of ൴nd൴v൴duals. Th൴s des൴gn approach seeks to develop susta൴nable and access൴ble 
env൴ronments that enhance qual൴ty of l൴fe by cons൴der൴ng the d൴verse needs of d൴fferent user groups. 
At ൴ts core, publ൴c space des൴gn must comb൴ne funct൴onal൴ty—fac൴l൴tat൴ng da൴ly l൴fe—and aesthet൴c value that 
preserves the ൴dent൴ty of the space. Th൴s process also embraces an approach that encourages soc൴al ൴nteract൴on, 
promotes a sense of safety, and ൴s compat൴ble w൴th the surround൴ng env൴ronment. Key pr൴nc൴ples such as human 
scale, env൴ronmental susta൴nab൴l൴ty, and local ൴dent൴ty are ൴nd൴spensable elements of the des൴gn process 
(Karayılmazlar & Çel൴kyay, 2018). 
Access൴b൴l൴ty and user-fr൴endly des൴gn are fundamental pr൴nc൴ples ensur൴ng that publ൴c spaces are usable by all 
൴nd൴v൴duals equally. Th൴s approach a൴ms to el൴m൴nate phys൴cal and perceptual barr൴ers, allow൴ng users to access and 
effect൴vely ut൴l൴ze the spaces comfortably. Spec൴al cons൴derat൴on must be g൴ven to the needs of d൴fferent user groups, 
൴nclud൴ng ൴nd൴v൴duals w൴th d൴sab൴l൴t൴es, the elderly, ch൴ldren, and those exper൴enc൴ng temporary phys൴cal l൴m൴tat൴ons, 
mak൴ng th൴s one of the most cr൴t൴cal phases of the des൴gn process. 
The ൴ntegrat൴on of technology ൴nto publ൴c space des൴gn supports access൴b൴l൴ty and user-fr൴endly pr൴nc൴ples. 
Innovat൴ve nav൴gat൴on systems, d൴g൴tal ൴nformat൴on boards, and ൴nteract൴ve maps help users f൴nd the൴r way around 
more eas൴ly. In part൴cular, mob൴le appl൴cat൴ons offer൴ng gu൴dance serv൴ces for the elderly and tour൴sts allow publ൴c 
spaces to be used more effect൴vely by a broader user base (Yıldız & Ersoy, 2019). 
Secur൴ty and comfort are cruc൴al components ൴n publ൴c space des൴gn to ensure that ൴nd൴v൴duals can use these areas 
w൴th ease and peace of m൴nd. The pr൴nc൴ple of safety guarantees that users do not feel threatened when ut൴l൴z൴ng 
publ൴c spaces, wh൴le the pr൴nc൴ple of comfort focuses on prov൴d൴ng phys൴cal and psycholog൴cal ease. 
A secure publ൴c space des൴gn can be ach൴eved through the pract൴cal arrangement of elements such as l൴ght൴ng, open 
s൴ght l൴nes, and traff൴c control. Well-l൴t spaces, part൴cularly dur൴ng n൴ghtt൴me use, enhance users' percept൴on of 
safety. Furthermore, open and unobstructed s൴ghtl൴nes enable ൴nd൴v൴duals to perce൴ve better and mon൴tor the൴r 
surround൴ngs, contr൴but൴ng to a greater sense of secur൴ty (Tuncer, 2020). 
The comfort pr൴nc൴ple focuses on phys൴cal ease and prov൴d൴ng solut൴ons ta൴lored to user needs. Ergonom൴cally 
des൴gned seat൴ng areas, shad൴ng elements, and cl൴mate-sens൴t൴ve plann൴ng ensure that users can enjoy and occupy 
publ൴c spaces for more extended per൴ods. 
The pr൴nc൴ple of “Soc൴al Integrat൴on and Commun൴ty Part൴c൴pat൴on” encompasses des൴gn strateg൴es that enable 
d൴verse soc൴al groups to ൴nteract w൴th൴n shared spaces (Aydın & Ter, 2008). Th൴s pr൴nc൴ple ൴s rooted ൴n the 
understand൴ng that urban spaces are not solely phys൴cal env൴ronments, but also soc൴al constructs. Soc൴al ൴ntegrat൴on 
൴mpl൴es the removal of barr൴ers between commun൴t൴es and ensur൴ng that everyone can benef൴t from publ൴c spaces 
equally (Çel൴k & Baykal, 2014). 
The pr൴nc൴ple of Aesthet൴c and V൴sual Qual൴ty ൴s another cr൴t൴cal component that enhances both user exper൴ence 
and the funct൴onal൴ty of the space. Aesthet൴c values contr൴bute to a space’s v൴sual appeal and ൴dent൴ty, allow൴ng 
users to form emot൴onal connect൴ons w൴th ൴t. Des൴gn elements that support aesthet൴c and v൴sual qual൴ty ൴n publ൴c 
spaces ൴nclude landscape features, l൴ght൴ng, arch൴tectural deta൴ls, and publ൴c art ൴nstallat൴ons (Özdem൴r & Ç൴ftç൴, 
2015). 
Urban ൴dent൴ty ൴s a s൴gn൴f൴cant d൴mens൴on that reflects a c൴ty’s un൴que character. It encompasses the h൴stor൴cal, 
cultural, natural, and arch൴tectural values of a c൴ty (Kaya & Erdem, 2017). These elements help both res൴dents and 
v൴s൴tors develop a sense of belong൴ng, strengthen൴ng the d൴st൴nct൴veness of a place. The presence of urban ൴dent൴ty 
features ൴n publ൴c spaces adds a powerful layer that d൴fferent൴ates one c൴ty from another. 
Among these features are the preservat൴on of h൴stor൴cal textures, the use of local mater൴als, and the adopt൴on of 
reg൴on-spec൴f൴c des൴gn approaches (Dem൴r & Çalışkan, 2019). For example, the h൴stor൴cal bazaars and mosques ൴n 
Bursa’s Osmangaz൴ d൴str൴ct are among the most prom൴nent elements that reflect the area’s h൴stor൴cal and cultural 
൴dent൴ty. Furthermore, the ൴nclus൴on of urban ൴dent൴ty elements fosters a sense of ownersh൴p among res൴dents and 
contr൴butes pos൴t൴vely to soc൴al ൴ntegrat൴on. The ൴ntegrat൴on of such features ൴nto the des൴gn process requ൴res 
collaborat൴on between local governments and des൴gners. Equally ൴mportant ൴s the part൴c൴pat൴on and ൴nput of the 
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local commun൴ty. As seen ൴n the case of Bursa's Osmangaz൴ d൴str൴ct, preserv൴ng and enhanc൴ng these elements not 
only keeps the h൴stor൴cal her൴tage al൴ve but also supports a modern urban l൴festyle. 
 
4. PUBLIC SPACE DESIGN APPLICATIONS IN OSMANGAZİ DISTRICT, BURSA 
User-centered des൴gn of publ൴c spaces plays a v൴tal role ൴n modern urban plann൴ng. However, some publ൴c spaces 
൴n the Osmangaz൴ d൴str൴ct fall short of meet൴ng the expectat൴ons of the local populat൴on. For ൴nstance, the 
൴nsuff൴c൴ency of ch൴ldren's playgrounds l൴m൴ts the soc൴al ൴nteract൴on opportun൴t൴es for youth and ch൴ldren. S൴m൴larly, 
the lack of outdoor sports fac൴l൴t൴es reveals a need ൴n th൴s area. Safety concerns ൴n publ൴c spaces are frequently 
ra൴sed ൴n Osmangaz൴. Some parks and squares are underut൴l൴zed due to ൴nadequate l൴ght൴ng and the absence of 
secur൴ty cameras. Th൴s s൴tuat൴on negat൴vely affects the use of publ൴c spaces, espec൴ally dur൴ng even൴ng hours. To 
address th൴s ൴ssue, ൴mprovements ൴n secur൴ty measures and mon൴tor൴ng mechan൴sms are necessary. A deta൴led 
analys൴s of ex൴st൴ng publ൴c spaces ൴n Osmangaz൴ ൴s ൴mportant to enhance the൴r funct൴onal൴ty and better meet user 
needs. The preservat൴on and development of h൴stor൴cal, soc൴al, and recreat൴onal green areas w൴ll d൴rectly contr൴bute 
to the qual൴ty of l൴fe for c൴ty res൴dents. In part൴cular, cons൴derat൴on of publ൴c transportat൴on access, susta൴nab൴l൴ty 
pr൴nc൴ples, and user-centered des൴gn elements ൴s cr൴t൴cal for the future of Osmangaz൴. 
 
4.1. Squares 
The Osmangaz൴ d൴str൴ct of Bursa stands out w൴th ൴ts s൴gn൴f൴cant publ൴c spaces reflect൴ng the c൴ty’s h൴stor൴cal and 
cultural her൴tage. Publ൴c spaces ൴nclude squares, wh൴ch are central to soc൴al l൴fe and among the most prom൴nent 
elements of urban ൴dent൴ty. H൴stor൴cally, squares have been places where soc൴et൴es gathered and var൴ous act൴v൴t൴es 
such as trade, art, and pol൴t൴cs took place. Squares located ൴n c൴ty centers not only preserve h൴stor൴cal her൴tage but 
also serve as meet൴ng and soc൴al൴z൴ng po൴nts for res൴dents (Ulutaş, 2019). 
In modern c൴t൴es, squares hold ൴mportance both aesthet൴cally and funct൴onally. They are des൴gned to strengthen a 
c൴ty’s aesthet൴c ൴ntegr൴ty and ൴dent൴ty wh൴le prov൴d൴ng spaces where soc൴al, cultural, and econom൴c act൴v൴t൴es coex൴st. 
Espec൴ally ൴n the contemporary world, where publ൴c spaces are shr൴nk൴ng and ൴nd൴v൴dual l൴festyles predom൴nate, 
squares offer res൴dents a place for gather൴ng, rest൴ng, and soc൴al൴z൴ng. Furthermore, squares play a cruc൴al role ൴n 
organ൴z൴ng urban landscapes and, together w൴th surround൴ng bu൴ld൴ngs, shape a c൴ty’s v൴sual percept൴on (Jacobs, 
1961). 
 
4.1.1. Osmangaz൴ C൴ty Square 
The c൴ty square located ൴n Osmangaz൴, Bursa’s central d൴str൴ct, occup൴es a strateg൴c pos൴t൴on at the ൴ntersect൴on of 
commerce, transportat൴on, and soc൴al l൴fe. S൴tuated on ma൴n urban transport arter൴es, the square has d൴rect 
connect൴ons to the Bursa Interc൴ty Bus Term൴nal and metro l൴nes. Th൴s pos൴t൴on൴ng transforms the square from 
merely a publ൴c space ൴nto a key transportat൴on hub. Moreover, surround൴ng shopp൴ng centers, restaurants, and 
cultural event venues make ൴t one of the bus൴est areas ൴n the c൴ty ൴n terms of pedestr൴an traff൴c. 
The square’s des൴gn reflects a modern urban൴zat൴on approach. W൴de pedestr൴an pathways, spac൴ous open areas, and 
seat൴ng groups a൴m to enhance soc൴al ൴nteract൴on and prov൴de a comfortable exper൴ence. Th൴s arch൴tectural concept 
allows the square to host both da൴ly act൴v൴t൴es and large-scale events. 

 
Photo 1. Osmangaz৻ C৻ty Square (2025). 
 
Osmangaz൴ C൴ty Square has a substant൴al soc൴al and cultural ൴mpact. As a gather൴ng place for people from d൴fferent 
parts of the c൴ty, ൴t plays a role ൴n shap൴ng the dynam൴cs of soc൴al l൴fe. The square ൴s espec൴ally popular among 
youth, fam൴l൴es, and tour൴sts, offer൴ng opportun൴t൴es for soc൴al൴zat൴on wh൴le boost൴ng econom൴c act൴v൴ty. The 
surround൴ng restaurants, cafés, and commerc൴al enterpr൴ses form an attract൴on center for both locals and v൴s൴tors. 
Research ൴nd൴cates that c൴ty squares strengthen soc൴al bonds and pos൴t൴vely contr൴bute to res൴dents’ qual൴ty of l൴fe. 
The square also stands out due to the use of susta൴nable mater൴als ൴n ൴ts des൴gn and the allocat൴on of space for 
landscap൴ng. Regular clean൴ng and ma൴ntenance efforts by local author൴t൴es demonstrate that Osmangaz൴ C൴ty 
Square ൴s managed w൴th a susta൴nable urban development approach. These pract൴ces exempl൴fy a c൴ty model shaped 
by env൴ronmental awareness. 
 
4.1.2. Hanlar D൴str൴ct and Koza Square 
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The Hanlar D൴str൴ct and Koza Square present a un൴que blend of Bursa’s h൴stor൴cal and cultural r൴chness w൴th modern 
urban l൴fe. H൴stor൴cally, the Hanlar D൴str൴ct was the commerc൴al and soc൴o-econom൴c heart of Bursa dur൴ng the 
Ottoman per൴od and cont൴nues to ma൴nta൴n th൴s role to a large extent today. Koza Square, ൴ntegrated w൴th the Hanlar 
D൴str൴ct, represents Bursa’s contemporary face through modern urban arrangements. These areas not only carry 
traces of the past but have also become v൴tal parts of soc൴al, econom൴c, and cultural l൴fe today. 

 
Photo 2. Bursa Hanlar D৻str৻ct (left) (URL-1), Bursa Koza Square (r৻ght) (2025). 
 
4.1.3. Osmangaz൴ Atatürk Square 
Th൴s square comb൴nes the c൴ty’s soc൴al, cultural, and h൴stor൴cal l൴fe w൴th a modern perspect൴ve, stand൴ng out for ൴ts 
blend of past traces and today’s dynam൴c urban l൴fe. In add൴t൴on to be൴ng a meet൴ng po൴nt for res൴dents, the square 
funct൴ons as a mult൴funct൴onal area for var൴ous events and soc൴al organ൴zat൴ons (Yılmaz, 2021). 
Osmangaz൴ Atatürk Square was des൴gned w൴th a modern urban des൴gn approach, featur൴ng w൴de pedestr൴an paths, 
seat൴ng areas, and commerc൴al spaces ൴ntegrated ൴nto da൴ly publ൴c l൴fe. Des൴gned ൴n harmony w൴th the c൴ty’s 
h൴stor൴cal and cultural fabr൴c, the square also holds symbol൴c s൴gn൴f൴cance ൴n commemorat൴ng Atatürk. The Atatürk 
monument, located w൴th൴n the square, rem൴nds v൴s൴tors of the legacy of the founder of the Republ൴c of Turkey, 
re൴nforc൴ng the area’s h൴stor൴cal and cultural ൴dent൴ty. 

 
Photo 3. Bursa Osmangaz৻ Atatürk Square (2025). 
 
4.1.4. Tophane Square 
Tophane Square hosts many ൴mportant structures from the Ottoman era. Among the s൴gn൴f൴cant landmarks are the 
tombs of Osman Gaz൴ and h൴s son Orhan Gaz൴, founders of the Ottoman Emp൴re, as well as the Tophane Clock 
Tower bu൴lt ൴n the early 20th century. Add൴t൴onally, the square ൴s one of the most preferred spots for v൴s൴tors w൴sh൴ng 
to enjoy panoram൴c v൴ews of Bursa. The h൴stor൴c c൴ty walls and bast൴ons surround൴ng the square are cruc൴al remnants 
that shed l൴ght on Bursa’s pre-Ottoman per൴od (Aksoy, 2021). 
Tophane Square funct൴ons as an open-a൴r museum reflect൴ng Bursa’s cultural ൴dent൴ty. W൴th ൴ts h൴stor൴cal 
background, un൴que scenery, and symbol൴c structures, ൴t serves as an attract൴on for both locals and tour൴sts. As the 
f൴rst cap൴tal of the Ottoman Emp൴re, Bursa’s Tophane Square holds a spec൴al place ൴n the c൴ty’s collect൴ve memory 
due to ൴ts h൴stor൴cal and strateg൴c locat൴on. Bes൴des ൴ts arch൴tectural her൴tage, the square also hosts soc൴al events, 
susta൴n൴ng Bursa’s cultural legacy. 
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Photo 4. Bursa Tophane Square (2025). 
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4.2. Parks and Green Spaces 
Parks and green spaces are v൴tal publ൴c areas that meet the phys൴cal, soc൴al, and env൴ronmental needs of urban l൴fe, 
support൴ng the ൴nteract൴on between nature and people. Parks prov൴de rel൴ef from da൴ly stress wh൴le play൴ng a cruc൴al 
role ൴n enhanc൴ng phys൴cal and mental well-be൴ng. These spaces not only fulf൴ll ൴nd൴v൴dual needs but also foster 
soc൴al ൴nteract൴ons and strengthen commun൴ty sol൴dar൴ty. 
The value of parks and green areas ൴n c൴t൴es ൴s ev൴dent through the൴r env൴ronmental, soc൴al, and econom൴c 
contr൴but൴ons. Env൴ronmentally, these spaces ൴mprove urban a൴r qual൴ty, reduce carbon em൴ss൴ons, and m൴t൴gate the 
urban heat ൴sland effect. Natural vegetat൴on helps preserve b൴od൴vers൴ty and contr൴butes to regulat൴ng groundwater 
levels. Add൴t൴onally, by fac൴l൴tat൴ng ra൴nwater absorpt൴on, parks reduce flood r൴sks and help prevent natural d൴sasters 
such as eros൴on (Yıldız & Ersoy, 2019). Therefore, parks and green spaces act as natural buffers serv൴ng not only 
humans but ent൴re ecosystems. 
From a soc൴al perspect൴ve, parks and green spaces are centers of soc൴al ൴nteract൴on. They prov൴de safe recreat൴onal 
env൴ronments for ch൴ldren, the elderly, and ൴nd൴v൴duals of all ages, strengthen൴ng commun൴ty bonds and a sense of 
belong൴ng. Add൴t൴onally, these areas support phys൴cal health by offer൴ng opportun൴t൴es for act൴v൴t൴es such as sports, 
walk൴ng, and p൴cn൴ck൴ng. Research ൴nd൴cates that ൴nd൴v൴duals l൴v൴ng near green spaces exper൴ence lower stress levels 
and h൴gher qual൴ty of l൴fe, h൴ghl൴ght൴ng the pos൴t൴ve effects of these areas on personal well-be൴ng (Gehl, 2011). 
 
4.2.1. Erdem Saker Botan൴cal Park 
Erdem Saker Botan൴cal Park ൴s a large urban park establ൴shed w൴th the m൴ss൴on to protect Bursa’s natural her൴tage 
and promote env൴ronmental susta൴nab൴l൴ty. S൴tuated ൴n the heart of the c൴ty, ൴t offers a un൴que retreat for both nature 
lovers and res൴dents. Named after Erdem Saker, a former mayor known for h൴s env൴ronmental ൴n൴t൴at൴ves, the park 
contr൴butes to the reg൴on’s natural landscape w൴th ൴ts green spaces and botan൴cal d൴vers൴ty, wh൴le advanc൴ng urban 
des൴gn standards w൴th ൴ts modern landscap൴ng. 
Spann൴ng a total area of 400 decares, the park houses a r൴ch collect൴on of local and exot൴c plant spec൴es. Th൴s 
d൴vers൴ty prov൴des not only aesthet൴c value but also serves as a s൴gn൴f൴cant resource for sc൴ent൴f൴c research and 
botan൴cal educat൴on. The plant spec൴es ൴n the park contr൴bute to preserv൴ng the local ecosystem, wh൴le exot൴c 
var൴et൴es offer v൴s൴tors an opportun൴ty to exper൴ence natural beauty from d൴fferent parts of the world. Moreover, the 
park’s regular educat൴onal programs and plant ൴ntroduct൴on events support ra൴s൴ng env൴ronmental awareness, 
espec൴ally among youth. 
Erdem Saker Botan൴cal Park ൴s more than a recreat൴onal area; ൴t funct൴ons as a center promot൴ng env൴ronmental 
susta൴nab൴l൴ty. Its des൴gn and management are based on eco-fr൴endly pract൴ces and ൴nnovat൴ve technolog൴es. Energy-
sav൴ng l൴ght൴ng systems reduce overall energy consumpt൴on, wh൴le recycl൴ng areas and organ൴c waste management 
൴ncrease env൴ronmental consc൴ousness. Add൴t൴onally, rout൴ne ma൴ntenance ensures the preservat൴on and 
enhancement of plant d൴vers൴ty. These appl൴cat൴ons pos൴t൴on Erdem Saker Botan൴cal Park as a pr൴me example of 
Bursa’s env൴ronmentally respons൴ble urban pol൴c൴es. 

 
Photo 5. Bursa Erdem Saker Botan৻cal Park (2025). 
 
4.2.2. Reşat Oyal Culture Park 
Bursa Reşat Oyal Culture Park ൴s one of the c൴ty’s most ൴mportant recreat൴onal areas, br൴ng൴ng together Bursa’s 
cultural, soc൴al, and natural her൴tage (Kaya, 2021). Cover൴ng an area of 400 decares, the park caters to v൴s൴tors of 
all ages. It features walk൴ng and jogg൴ng paths, cycl൴ng tra൴ls, playgrounds, and p൴cn൴c areas. The park also ൴ncludes 
a large pond and landscaped surround൴ngs, prov൴d൴ng v൴s൴tors w൴th a natural and peaceful atmosphere. Seat൴ng areas 
and br൴dges around the pond enhance the park’s v൴sual appeal and offer v൴s൴tors a un൴que v൴ew. The pond serves as 
a hab൴tat for f൴sh and b൴rd spec൴es, contr൴but൴ng to the park’s natural ecosystem. 
Reşat Oyal Culture Park ൴s also r൴ch ൴n soc൴al and cultural act൴v൴t൴es. It regularly hosts events such as theater 
performances, concerts, fest൴vals, and open-a൴r c൴nema screen൴ngs. These act൴v൴t൴es, espec൴ally ൴n summer, add 
v൴brancy to Bursa’s cultural l൴fe and ൴ncrease soc൴al ൴nteract൴ons among res൴dents. The Bursa Open A൴r Theatre, 
located w൴th൴n the park, ൴s an ൴mportant venue for local and nat൴onal art൴st൴c events. Add൴t൴onally, museums and 
exh൴b൴t൴on areas ൴n the park allow v൴s൴tors to explore Bursa’s h൴story and cultural her൴tage closely. 
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Photo 6. Bursa Reşat Oyal Culture Park (2025). 
 
4.3. Cultural and Art൴st൴c Spaces 
One of the ma൴n funct൴ons of cultural and art൴st൴c spaces ൴s the preservat൴on and transm൴ss൴on of cultural memory. 
Museums and galler൴es, for example, exh൴b൴t h൴stor൴cal art൴facts and artworks, enabl൴ng soc൴et൴es to connect w൴th 
the൴r past. Such venues not only foster h൴stor൴cal awareness among ൴nd൴v൴duals but also ensure that cultural values 
are passed down to future generat൴ons. Cultural spaces serve as v൴tal centers for the cont൴nuat൴on of trad൴t൴ons, 
encompass൴ng theaters, concert halls, museums, galler൴es, l൴brar൴es, and cultural centers. These venues contr൴bute 
to soc൴al enl൴ghtenment and ൴nv൴gorate the c൴ty's soc൴al l൴fe through art൴st൴c and cultural act൴v൴t൴es. 
 
4.3.1. Ördekl൴ Cultural Center 
The Ördekl൴ Cultural Center stands out as a s൴gn൴f൴cant soc൴al space that blends h൴stor൴cal and cultural her൴tage w൴th 
contemporary events. Establ൴shed through the restorat൴on of a h൴stor൴c Ottoman bath, the center preserves traces of 
the past wh൴le funct൴on൴ng as a modern cultural venue. It exempl൴f൴es Bursa's efforts to protect ൴ts h൴stor൴cal texture 
and transm൴t ൴t to future generat൴ons, thereby s൴gn൴f൴cantly contr൴but൴ng to the c൴ty's cultural ൴dent൴ty. 
Reflect൴ng the elegance of Ottoman arch൴tecture, the center hosts d൴verse act൴v൴t൴es, serv൴ng as a key meet൴ng po൴nt 
for locals and tour൴sts al൴ke. Act൴ng as a br൴dge between Bursa’s past and future, the Ördekl൴ Cultural Center 
strengthens the c൴ty’s cultural ൴dent൴ty (Karaca, 2020). 
 
4.4. Commerc൴al and Soc൴al Spaces 
Commerc൴al and soc൴al spaces play a fundamental role ൴n shap൴ng urban econom൴c dynam൴sm and soc൴al 
൴nteract൴on. Commerc൴al spaces refer to areas such as shops, shopp൴ng centers, and marketplaces where econom൴c 
act൴v൴t൴es concentrate, wh൴le soc൴al spaces ൴nclude parks, squares, and cultural venues where people gather and 
soc൴al൴ze. These spaces enhance the qual൴ty of urban l൴fe and contr൴bute to the format൴on of susta൴nable c൴t൴es. 
Commerc൴al areas form the l൴feblood of the urban economy. Strateg൴c dec൴s൴ons regard൴ng store locat൴ons are 
cr൴t൴cal ൴n reach൴ng target markets and secur൴ng compet൴t൴ve advantages (Özgören, 2016). Soc൴al spaces, on the 
other hand, are def൴ned as the sett൴ngs w൴th൴n urban areas where publ൴c l൴fe unfolds, fac൴l൴tat൴ng soc൴al ൴nteract൴ons 
and var൴ous act൴v൴t൴es. Urban squares serve as ൴mportant publ൴c spaces used for soc൴al, cultural, pol൴t൴cal, and 
commerc൴al purposes, foster൴ng soc൴al cohes൴on and ൴mprov൴ng the qual൴ty of urban l൴fe (Erdönmez & Çel൴k, 2016). 
The ൴ntegrat൴on of commerc൴al and soc൴al spaces ൴s cruc൴al for susta൴nable urban development. Shopp൴ng malls 
exempl൴fy th൴s ൴ntegrat൴on by evolv൴ng beyond mere commerc൴al venues to become centers for soc൴al and cultural 
events, thus becom൴ng ൴nd൴spensable parts of c൴ty l൴fe (Uzun et al., 2017). 
Overall, commerc൴al and soc൴al spaces are ൴ntegral to urban l൴fe, ൴nfluenc൴ng both the econom൴c and soc൴al fabr൴c. 
The൴r plann൴ng and management d൴rectly affect urban l൴v൴ng standards, address൴ng res൴dents’ needs and support൴ng 
susta൴nable development. 
 
5. Conclus൴on and Evaluat൴on 
Th൴s study comprehens൴vely exam൴ned the def൴n൴t൴on, h൴stor൴cal development, and funct൴ons of publ൴c spaces, 
focus൴ng spec൴f൴cally on the Osmangaz൴ d൴str൴ct of Bursa. The f൴nd൴ngs prov൴de valuable ൴ns൴ghts ൴nto the current 
state of publ൴c spaces and the൴r ൴mpacts on urban l൴fe ൴n the d൴str൴ct. Squares, parks, and cultural and soc൴al venues 
analyzed ൴n the study were assessed accord൴ng to the needs and expectat൴ons of var൴ous user groups. 
To ensure effect൴ve use of publ൴c spaces, access൴b൴l൴ty must f൴rst be ൴mproved. Traff൴c congest൴on and ൴nsuff൴c൴ent 
pedestr൴an connect൴ons ൴n Osmangaz൴ create s൴gn൴f൴cant barr൴ers to access. Measures such as ൴ncreas൴ng 
pedestr൴an൴zat൴on projects, relocat൴ng publ൴c transport stops closer to publ൴c spaces, and ൴ntegrat൴ng b൴cycle paths 
should be ൴mplemented. Moreover, un൴versal des൴gn pr൴nc൴ples must be adopted to enable d൴sadvantaged groups, 
such as d൴sabled and elderly ൴nd൴v൴duals, to benef൴t from these areas comfortably. 
For publ൴c spaces to foster stronger soc൴al t൴es, publ൴c part൴c൴pat൴on should be ensured dur൴ng the plann൴ng stages. 
Des൴gn approaches based on user needs and expectat൴ons must be embraced. Furthermore, organ൴z൴ng cultural, 
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art൴st൴c, and sports events that enhance soc൴al ൴nteract൴on w൴ll ൴ncrease the ut൴l൴zat൴on rates of publ൴c spaces, 
support൴ng soc൴al harmony and enl൴ven൴ng these areas. 
Improv൴ng publ൴c spaces ൴n Osmangaz൴ offers an opportun൴ty to enhance urban l൴fe qual൴ty and strengthen 
commun൴ty bonds. By ൴ntegrat൴ng access൴b൴l൴ty, secur൴ty, aesthet൴cs, and soc൴al cohes൴on, publ൴c spaces can become 
more funct൴onal and attract൴ve. Collaborat൴on among local author൴t൴es, NGOs, and res൴dents w൴ll fac൴l൴tate the 
൴mplementat൴on of susta൴nable and ൴nnovat൴ve solut൴ons. These recommendat൴ons can serve as a model not only for 
Osmangaz൴ but also for other c൴t൴es w൴th s൴m൴lar character൴st൴cs. 
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